Acute transplant rejection induced by blood transfusion reaction to the Kidd blood group system.
Many renal transplant centres now try to avoid blood transfusion prior to renal transplantation, to avoid alloimmunization due to antibody production against donor antigens usually present on contaminating white cells. Post- or peri-operative transfusions are usually not considered to present problems, since the patient is heavily immunosuppressed. We present a patient who suffered a rare transfusion reaction, that we believe may have initiated a severe vascular rejection of a kidney transplant, probably mediated by Kidd blood group antigens.